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L ogger killed when struck by reboundingtree

SUMMARY

A logger (thevictim) waskilled whilecutting atreethat

rebounded after it becamelodged inthefork of two trees.

Thevictimwasone of three cuttersassigned to awork

steonasteep forested hillside. Therewereno witnesses

totheincident, but the evidenceindicated that thevictim
wasfelling treesas he ascended the slope.

Hisintended lay for thetreewasacrossthe slope of the
hillsde. Thetreefd dightly uphill and becamelodgedin
thefork of two trees. Astheweight of the cut treewas
held by thefork, thetop of the cut treebroke off. The
release of counterwel ght caused thelower portion of the
treeto rebound up the lope and to strike the cutter.

After thevictim’'scoworkersmet at an agreed upon

meeting spot, they hiked back to hislast sighted location.

Thevictimwasfound next to hischainsaw, without pulse
or respiration. Thevictim’scoworkershiked back to
their truck and reported theincident by radio. Alaska
State Trooperswere notified and the body wasrecov-
ered. Thevictimwas pronounced dead at the scene.

Based onthefindingsof thisinvestigation, to prevent
similar occurrences, employersshould:

* Ensurethat all cuttersarecapableof casing
treesfor internal rot sothat they can modify
their cutting procedures, if necessary;

* Ensurethat all cuttersworkingon steep terrain
fell treesaccording to safemethodsin accor -
dancewith 29 CFR 1919.266.

FACE reportscan beviewed on the
Occupational Injury Prevention Program
website

http://www.epi.hss.state.ak.us/programs/injury
or
Call or fax your request to:
907-269-8000 (phone) 907-562-7802 (fax)



